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IRBM COMPLEX, USSR

LAUNCH AREA

Saratov Launch Arca (TDI name: Bolshaya Kamenka launch Site) -- Type IV 31~f1-5-.;\T 15-11-001; BE N()_

{

N
E
| 51°a5¢ [ ]

Kuvyka
w0,

———+ Raijlroad
—— — Railroad under construction
’_ Road

Kurdyum

b Bolshaza
Kamenka

MOSCOW
.

*
SARATOV

SARATOV WEST/"®
AIRFIELD

/ Volgograd

R S S S S Y o
NAUTICAL MILES L X ISROI__U'TEFL 5 // I Reservoir
45930" / 45l45 ////////

NPIC J-3742 {9/64)

FIGURE 1. SARATOV IRBM COMPLEX, USSR.

The Saratov Launch Area is located in a
forested tract on vrolling terrain having an
average elevation of 900 feet. This hard launch
area, which is unique in that it is quite distant
from the nearest Soviet border, is situated

2.5 nautical miles (nm) west-southwest of Bol-
shaya Kamenka and 18 nm northwest of Sara-
tov (Figure 1). A service road from the
launch area connects with a highway leading
northeast to Bolshaya Kamenka and southwest
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FIGURE 2. SARATOV LAUNCH AREA AND VICINITY.
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to Tatishchevo, where rail connections are of Tatishchevo and terminates in an unculti-
available. A roadbed for a rail spur (Fig- vated field. A road parallels its eastern side
ure 2) extends north-northwest from the town and four buildings are located near the end of

LAUNGH

POSSIBLE 7
BUILPING 3

a // J

/ /
CULAR OBJECT / /
0% INNER DIAMETER /

sy

25X1D
LAUNCH SITE SITE SUPPORT FACILITY
1 Building 140 x 40 2 Buildings 150 x 40
1 Building 130 x 20 3 Buildings 140 x 40
on road 1 Building 130 x 45
1 Building 50 x 35 1 Building 100 x 50
1 Building size undetermined under construction

1 Building 100 x 50
1 Building 80 x 40
DIMENSIONS IN FEET {(APPROXIMATE) 1 Building 75 x 15

1 Building size undetermined

NPIC J-3744 {0/84)

FIGURE 3. LAUNCH AREA. Inset shows silo configuration.
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the roadbed. This may, upon completion, serve
as a rail-to-road transfer point for the hard
launch area.

The launch area can be negated on KEYHOLE
photography of [N
and was first observed on I photography
_ in a midstage of construction.
Subsequent coverage of | (Mission
B v 2 hazy and of poor quality, and did
not reveal any change in the appearance of
the launch area.

The launch site (Figure 3) consists of a
large L.-shaped excavation with one siloposition
located in the northwest corner. 'The presence
of the one nearly complete silo position and
absence of any construction activity for the
control building or other two silo positions con-
stitutes a radical departure from the construc-
tion procedure noted at other hard launch sites.
The present excavation is sufficient to accomo-
date, in addition to the one silo position, a con-
trol bunker and rear silo position if the site
is to have the typical [RBM site layout. How-
ever, additional excavating will be necessary
in the northeast portion of the launch site
to accommodate a third silo position. The silo
position present in the excavation is almost
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identical to those observed under construction
at the Kalnik [RBM Launch Site. A faint
rectangular outline discernible near the center
of the excavation may be an indication that a
base is being prepared for the erection of
a control building. The site access road enters
the site from the south and is correctly oriented
in relation to the silo position and rectangular
outline. To the south of the excavation are
four buildings, one of which appears to straddle
the access road.

Approximately 1,250 feet southwest of the

The site support facility is incomplete, con-

taining five barracks-type buildings, one build-
ing under construction, and five miscellaneous
buildings. An open trench or ditch connects
some of the buildings and extends to the north
of the building area proper. No security fence
is discernible at either the support facility

or launch site, nor are any vehicles discernible.
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